149.   LETTER TO SIR S. SUBRAMANIA

March 23, 1919

I am extremely grateful for your candid note2. I shall cer-
tainly respect your wishes. I can't misunderstand and I am sure
that the friends who are associated with me in this work will not
do so either.

Will you please tell Mrs. Besant, this movement is not a party
movement, and those who belong to particular parties after join-
ing the movement cease to be party men? She will find, as the
movement progresses, that satyagrahis will endeavour to purge
themselves of acrimony and other such delinquencies. I entirely
agree with you that however much we may differ from her, no
Indian can help feeling grateful to her for her wonderful services
to India.

M. K. GANDHI

From a photostat: S.N. 6466

150.   NOTES TAKEN DOWN BT MAHADEV DESAI
[MADRAS,
March 23, 1919]3
Met together to discuss future work.
What has Bombay done: Committee. Publication of important
literature. Closing of the markets.
Political statutes may be taken first.
i.  Printing & publishing of clean prohibited literature.
ii.  Issue of a written newspaper without licence.
I have deliberately asked the Bombay Committee [not]   to put
anything more than this before the public. I don't think it is wise
1 Retired Judge of the Madras High Court; honorary president of the
All-India Home Rule League and an old Congressman; he renounced his knight-
hood in protest against the arrest of Annie Besant and her co-workers  in
1917 and addressed a letter to President Wilson. He drafted and signed a pledge
the same year advocating passive resistance against the repressive laws; vide The
History of the Indian National Congress by B. Pattabhi Sitaramayya, Vol. I, p. 133.
2 Declining the offer of vice-presidentship of the Satyagraha Sabha
3 These Notes are on the reverse  of the letter appearing as the prece-
ding item.